
Materials Ireland Conference 2008
Materials Research Showcase

Introductory Remarks

Prof. Stuart Hampshire, MSSI, UL

22-23rd April 2008

Hodson Bay Hotel, Athlone



Materials Ireland 1990 – 2007
• National Programme in Advanced Technology (PAT) in  

Universities funded and managed by Enterprise Ireland
• Dedicated EI staff seconded to Universities involved in:
• Industrially focused R&D Projects / Strategic Research / 

Services to Irish industry
• Technology Transfer and Commercialisation
• Irish and European Materials R&D Networking
• Advanced Technology Training



Mi Centres:

• University of Limerick

• UCD

• Trinity College Dublin (2)

• Polymer Development 
Centre, Athlone
Initially involved

1 Centre at DCU

2 Centres at UCD

2 Centres at Forbairt
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• EI decision not to continue to support PAT programmes in Universities

• EI staff redeployed into mainstream EI activities

• Former National network in Materials no longer meeting – some 
missed opportunities as a result

• Research landscape changed significantly as a result of PRTLI and 
SFI programmes

• However, no national materials R&D programme under SFI or EI 
unlike other major European economies despite the fact that Ireland 
now has some major research groups in Materials

• Mi “brand” well known in industry – good reputation so timely to 
consider a new all-Ireland materials network and make use of the 
Materials Ireland “brand” and logo.
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Proposal to establish:

New all-Ireland network in 
Materials

An Irish Materials Society

Affiliation with Institute of 
Materials, Minerals and 
Mining (IoM3)?
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• New all-Ireland materials network - make use of the 
Materials Ireland “brand” and logo.

• Establishment of Irish Materials Society with the name 
Materials Ireland – affiliation to IoM3

• Members do not have to be members of IoM3 but IoM3 
would support activities etc

• Annual Conference

• Programme for year in different locations – each Materials 
Centre / Institute would organise an event

• Links to EU programmes through EI – inputs to programmes 
and early feedback

• Industry led programmes - clusters
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• Please come along this evening at 17.15 to the first meeting 
of the new Materials Ireland – the Irish Materials Society

• Election of Committee:

• Please consider nominating or allowing yourself to be 
nominated for Committee

• Chair, Vice-chair, Secretary, Treasurer, IoM Liaison Officer, 
Industry Liaison Officer, Committee members

• Look forward to your participation
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Thank You – Enjoy the Conference


